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hands of M. du Jffaine and placed in those of the Regent, with
the right of placing whom he pleased in the council; of dis-
missing anybody as it should seem good to him ; and of doing
all he might think fit respecting the form to be given to the
government; authority over public affairs, nevertheless, to re-
main with the council, and decision to be taken "by the plurality
of votes, the vote of the Begent to count double in case division ;
M. le Due to be chief of the council under him, with the right
to enter it at once and opine there.

During all this time, and until the end of the sitting, M. du
Maine had his eyes always cast down, looked more dead than
alive, and a-ppeared motionless. His son and his brother gave
no sign of taking interest in anything.

The decree was followed by loud acclamations of the crowd
scattered outside, and that which filled the rest of the palace
replied as soon as they learnt what had been decided.

This noise, which lasted some time, being appeased, the
Eegent thanked the company in brief, polished, and majestic
terms; declared with what care he would employ for the good
of the state, the authority with which he was invested; then
said it was time he should inform them what he judged ought
to be established in order to aid him in the administration of                *

affairs. He added that he did so with the more confidence,
"because what he proposed was exactly what M. leDucdeBour-
gogne ('twas thus he named him) had resolved, as shown by                 *

papers found in his bureau. He passed a short and graceful
eulogy upon the enlightenment and intentions of that prince ;
then declared that, besides the council of the regency, which
would be the supreme centre from which all the affairs of th e
government would spring, he proposed to establish a council
for foreign affairs, one for war, one for the navy/one for finance,                 *

one for ecclesiastical matters, and one for home affairs, and to
choose some of the magistrates of the company to enter these
last two councils, and aid them by their knowledge upon the
police of the realm, the jurisprudence, and what related to the
liberties of the Galilean church.

The applause of the magistrates "burst out at this, and all the